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Prevention is better than cure, especially in medicine. We know that.
What is the post-war history of preventive medicine in Australia?
Where was the knowledge about what to prevent and how?
Who could do the research and how could it applied?

How were policies and priorities of prevention aligned with
national responsibilities, resources and opportunities?

Who were the front-line troops and who led them?

One man in particular posed these questions and had the answers.
He took the initiative to influence and reorient State and Commonwealth health departments,
Director-General and Ministers, the NHMRC, the British Medical Association and
the Australian College of General Practitioners.

His name was Dr Cecil Cook.

Images from left: Cecil Cook on holidays in London ¢.1972; Cook as WA Commissioner of Public Health with his colleagues
c.1948; Cook as Chief Protector of Aborigines, NT, 1928. All photos via Barry Leithhead.
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